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A PLACE TO BELONG

Our Vision
As the people of the Parish of Pohangina we believe that it is God’s greatest desire to
be in a relationship with all people, so we therefore seek to be a place where all in the
community feel that they can belong and be part of God’s Kingdom. This includes
both the parish and the wider community. We want to be “A place to belong”.
We believe that people are drawn into a relationship with God by first belonging to a
community that seeks to live by the principles that Christ taught, to love God with all
their heart, mind, soul and strength and to love others as they love themselves.
As people experience God’s love through this sense of belonging, they may then be
drawn into their own relationship with God. Together we are part of the ongoing
communal journey towards growing into the fullness of life and the likeness of Christ.

Our Mission
We seek to fulfill this vision through the integration of the services and ministries of
the church community and the activities of the Community Trust.
Through these activities we seek to undertake the following purposes:
• To provide services that help people to meet and grow in their relationship with
Christ. This includes but is not limited to, traditional Anglican services, All Age
Services. Messy Church Services, mid-week services and community focused
services.
• To provide ministries that encourage people to continue in their spiritual growth
through study groups, personal mentoring, spiritual direction, pastoral care and
other ministries.
• To encourage all to reach out to others with the hospitality and love that they have
received from God both within their church community and into the wider
community.
• To work through our community trust (PACT) to nurture the spiritual, physical,
emotional and relational wellbeing of all those in the Ashhurst and Pohangina
Valley Community by furthering the education and enhancing the quality of life of
children and their families; enhancing the quality of life of the elderly and those in
need; and assisting in the alleviation of poverty.

www. parishofpohangina.net
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Our Community
Ashhurst is a small country town with a population of about three thousand, it is set
in the very beautiful Pohangina valley at the junction of the Manawatu and Pohangina
rivers; there are many nature reserves in the vicinity and beautiful walks, notably the
10km walk along the Manawatu Gorge. The Manawatu is within two hours of the
Hawkes Bay, the Central Plateau and Wellington;
The community in Ashhurst has a strong sense of identity and there are a number of
lively community groups that cater for all ages and interests. It has a small shopping
centre, excellent area school, kindergarten and play groups, a well stocked library,
large community hall, squash and tennis courts, indoor swimming pool and gym,
sports fields and a beautiful domain. Café Fusion in the centre of the village and other
cafés nearby provide friendly, relaxed surroundings and good food.
The population is a mix of age groups and occupations, many travel the fifteen
kilometres to Palmerston North each day for their employment or to attend
secondary or tertiary education. Palmerston North is a large university town with a
hospital, technical college and a very wide range of the amenities that can be expected
of a big city.

A 'snapshot' of our community can gained though visiting the Ashhurst web site
www.ashhurst.org

www. parishofpohangina.net
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Our Church
The Parish of Pohangina consists of two churches, one at Ashhurst and one at
Komako thirty kilometres away in the upper Pohangina valley which is a mainly farming
community.
Our main congregation is at Ashhurst where we have a strong family orientated congregation
with an emphasis on inclusion and community; numbers average between thirty and fifty
each week ranging from toddlers to seniors.

St Bartholomew

St Mary Magdalene

Our Worship
Our dedicated ministry team and currently, four music groups alternate each week in leading
a contemporary, liturgical service, one that aims to present the Gospel as relevant, inspirational
and applicable to everyday life. Sunday school takes place during the service on three Sundays
a month and on the fourth there is an 'all age' service. Children are encouraged to take part in
services and communion. A small informal group meet on Thursday mornings for communion.
Our smaller congregation at Komako has a simple, liturgical communion service twice a month
and again when there is a fifth Sunday in a month.
Following the service each Sunday most of the congregation stay for fellowship over coffee and
cakes, or shared meals when we celebrate different milestones in our church year. We believe
that this too is an important part of our worship and growth as a spiritual community.
Messy Church takes place on the second Sunday of each month; here children and parents take
part in craft activities, a brief service and a shared meal. This is a real time of outreach and
fellowship with about fifty parents and children attending each month.

www. parishofpohangina.net
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Local Rugby Team
putting down the Hangi

Community Hangi
Bringing the food for serving

Parish Family Camp
At Camp Rangi Woods, Pohangina Valley

Jamming
At Camp Rangi Woods
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Our Support, Activities & Events
either in the Parish or Ashhurst Community
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Our aim is to reach into our community
by providing and supporting community based activities, events and services.
Our outreach and community support includes:
House Groups/Events
•
•
•
•
•
•

Prayer Breakfast
Prayer Chain
Men’s study group
Women’s study group
House Groups
Men’s Tea

Activities & Support
• Little Kiwis playgroup
• Side by Side Mentoring for families
• Lighthouse (Christian teaching at
lunchtime at Ashhurst school)
• Pastoral Care
• Loved 4 Life

Community
•
•
•
•
•

Girl Guides
Ashhurst Action Group
Alcoholics Anonymous
Kids in Motion
Ashhurst Ukulele
Orchestra

•
•
•
•

Community Garden
Christmas Parade
Community Carols
Alternative Halloween
Party

• Pohangina Ashhurst Community Trust
• Seasons (Children’s grief support)

•
•
•
•
•

Parish Camp (yearly)
Parish Fair (yearly)
Community Hangi
Pot Luck Lunches
Mid Winter Dinners

•
•
•
•
•

Community Priest
Budget Advice
Ezee meals
Volunteers in Schools
Foodbank

One special yearly activity is the Community Hangi held in August attracting around 360 people.
A local rugby team puts down the Hangi in our church grounds, all comers are served freely as
time, money and produce are donated. A donation of food for foodbank is encouraged in return for
the meal. (We usually fill our Foodbank!) This is a ‘community helping community’ which is a
primary vision for us, as a church.
Another annual gathering provided instead of Halloween is an alternative party with free
barbecue, activities and music for all ages.
At Christmas each year we enter a Christian float with the other village churches in the annual
Ashhurst Christmas parade to remind us all the reason for the season.
We also hold an open air, combined church, Carol service followed by a shared tea.
We promote and support many activities by supplying a cost effective venue, for groups such as
Alcoholics Anonymous, Girl Guides, Ashhurst Action Group
Promotion and provision of activities is supported by PACT (Pohangina Ashhurst Community
Trust) which has been specifically set up for this purpose.
We have a Community Priest who liaises and represents the church with community groups and
provides support for members of the community who do not wish to use "church" but require a
listening ear and a helping hand.

www. parishofpohangina.net
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Our Finances
Stipend…..
Stipend paid to the Priest in Charge will be proportionate to a Vicar’s stipend based on the
standard minimum of $49,870 pa.
Allowances…..
Books, Hospitality, Travel, Kiwi Saver, out of pocket expenses will be paid in proportion to
Stipend.

Housing…..
There is no vicarage but a housing allowance will be paid in proportion to Stipend.
Allowances will be reviewed annually.

Financial position…..
The Parish has always paid its way and has no arrears or overdrafts.
2012 had a total income of $86,111.
$67,161 of that coming from offerings.
Total expenses were $78,216 leaving a surplus of $7,895.
Budget was set for 2013 at the same as 2012.
The Parish has combined investments of $296,399 with AMSIF (most is tied up in a trust for
a new vicarage if needed)
 The Parish also has a Community Trust called ‘Pohangina Ashhurst Community Trust’ (PACT)
 PACT is a Trust which will contribute towards financing our community endeavours.







A refurbishment of St Mary Magdalene was carried out in 2012 to the cost of $59,000, this was
paid for by funds from the sale of Bunnythorpe church, it included new seating, carpet, heating
and sound system.

To supplement our giving and as a community event we have a popular and well attended
Christmas Fair which usually generates between $3000 and $4000.

www. parishofpohangina.net
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Our Ministry Team
We encourage the involvement of all believers in ministry, and therefore work as a
family team together. “A place to belong” means a place to contribute and exercise our
individual gifts and strengths for the building up of the body, and to facilitate outreach
into our local community.
Currently our Leadership and Worship Team consists of:








Priest in Charge
Priest Assistant
Community Priest
Church Army Captain
Retired Priest (PTO)
Two Licensed Lay Leaders
Four Music Groups

Also there is a paid part-time Office Administrator and paid part-time Cleaner
We have many willing volunteers in many different roles, both within church services,
and in other ministries and activities, most of these are members of smaller teams,
each responsible to the Vestry.

Ashhurst Domain

Our Membership
Population of Ashhurst and surrounding area is approx. 3,500
We have 104 members on the Parish Electoral role and 109 on the Pastoral roll.
Total acts of communion for the year 3679
Involved members fluctuate between 40 to 70
Sunday school and youth between 10 to 25

www. parishofpohangina.net
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Our Buildings
Ashhurst….
Saint Mary Magdalene Church sits on the site of the original Anglican church in Ashhurst
established in the 1880s. This church was shifted to Bunnythorpe, and then later to a
Maori Marae near Rata. St Mary Magdalene, as it is now, was built and consecrated in
April 1900.
St Mary Magdalene is an all wooden construction designed by Frederick de Jersey Clere.
A foyer was added between 1994 and 1997 providing a sheltered entry and gathering
space with a new ramp to provide easier access.
In 2010 the church roof was replaced with long-run colour-steel iron, we also replaced
the spouting and repaired the steeple and bell fittings. In early 2012, Vestry approved a
new heating system, ducting warm air under the floors and heating through vents placed
throughout the church and vestry. We replaced the carpet throughout the church, new
chairs rather than pews have been installed and also a new sound system with more
capacity and options.

Our main hall is a concrete block construction. It is used regularly by various parish
groups and also contains our Parish Office. A number of groups, clubs and the
Palmerston North City Council use our hall for local and community meetings; it is
also available to the public for community and private events.
We also have a smaller hall of timber design used primarily as a storage area and
occasionally for other meetings etc.
The St. Mary Magdalene's Columbarium was constructed in 2006, there are 22 niches
for the ashes of members of the parish.

www. parishofpohangina.net
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Our Buildings
Komako….
Situated near the northern end of the beautiful Pohangina valley, shaded by silver beech
trees and overlooking farmland and the river valley, the church of St Bartholomew is a
picture of serenity and beauty.

A small church built in 1926, it was extended in the 1980s to have an area for the children
and a kitchenette and toilet. Funds for this were raised locally, and were boosted with a
gift from a trust.
The church of St Bartholomew has a beautiful natural wood interior, of totara and
possibly rimu. There are old and original historical photographs and documents on the
walls, including the consecration service.
St. Bartholomew church is popular and is available as a smaller group wedding venue.

Komako also has a Columbarium designed,
financed and constructed in the church grounds
by local labour for the ashes of the Pohangina
Valley residents.

www. parishofpohangina.net
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Our Parish Consultation

In February 2013 the Archdeacon for Ministry Development led us in an evaluation of where
we were ‘at’ and assisted us in beginning to determine our Parish future.
Over the past five years we have operated with a multi-staff system with a stipend/wage
being paid and divided among various ministry and other roles.
Presently we have an interim PIC, this contract finishes at the end of November 2013.
During the consultation everyone joined in and named the values the church maintains
which are important to them then they voted the two most important for themselves and
their families.

The key values identified were:
A place to belong
Fellowship/friendship
Growing of faith
Prayer groups
Community mana

Community integration
Vision is named and shared
Spiritual feeding
Enthusiasm and encouragement
Place for children

Shared ministry leadership
Trusting peoples gifts
Encouraging peoples involvement
Passing on of wisdom
Music

We then listed our dreams for the Parish, for the future:

Our Dreams
Servant-hood evident, an Acts 2 Church that nurtures its members and fellowship
Continued shared ministry and stability where many are involved in fellowship and ministry
Personal and communal growth and revival through community link to others, so they can
meet God
At a special general meeting held in May 2013 the Parish voted on whether they wanted to
continue with the present system of shared ministry or revert back to a sole PIC.
The options available to the Parish were:
Option 1 – Team Leadership Model:
Priest in Charge and multi-staff making up .8 of a Stipend.
PIC and staff hours ratio to be discussed and decided by vestry.

Option 2 - A sole Priest in Charge Model:
PIC at .8 stipend with the Parish getting some diocesan financial assistance
(The Parish will have to finance pro rata housing allowance or rental for this choice)
A united 100% vote for Option 1, was a clear indication that the Team leadership model has
worked extremely well in a small Parish where the work load can be shared while extending
a wide range of people’s gifts.
We now need to move forward to form the team ministry that will take us into the future.

www. parishofpohangina.net
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Our Foundation
The spiritual life of our Church is vibrant and supportive, sustaining the members of
our fellowship, encouraging personal growth, and envisioning and equipping us to
reach out into the community. We value Bible-based teaching, and believe in working
with other local churches wherever possible.

Our Hopes for the future are:
To provide worship that helps people to meet and grow their relationship with Christ
Actively to grow our church family/congregation/fellowship and our spiritual life
Actively to reach out into the community nurturing their spiritual physical and
relational wellbeing

Our new Priest in Charge will have:
A faith that is Bible based
A commitment to spiritual growth
A commitment to pastoral care and support
A willingness to work as a team leader and team member
A desire to support church/community initiatives
A motivated, lively and enthusiastic approach to life
We pray for a Priest with a prophetic insight recognising God's call to a deep personal
faith expressed through a heart for ‘the least, the lost, and the last’.

www. parishofpohangina.net
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Our Contact Details
Parish Office: 67 Cambridge Ave, Ashhurst
Parish Email: info@parishofpohangina.net
Office Phone: 06 3268543

